











Director’s column

Jessica Jones
Takoma Park Maryland Library Director

I am ceding most of my column inch-
es this month to Phil Shapiro and a piece
he wrote based on conversations we've
been having as a staff about allowing
for things to be complicated. I've been
thinking about this a lot as our political
climate gets more and more polarized.

We often want things to be black and
white—and sometimes things are. As
James Baldwin said, “We can disagree
and still love each other unless your dis-
agreement is rooted in my oppression
and denial of my humanity and right
to exist.” Absolute truths do exist, and
I don't personally believe that the devil
has need of advocates.

This piece is about holding space for
multiple truths, subjectivity, and differ-

by Phil Shapiro,
Instructional Library Associate

Many Takoma Park residents know
me as the local computer geek at the
public library, but since my under-
graduate degree is in philosophy, I
consider myself more of a philosopher
than a geek. I'm particularly interest-
ed in the process people use to arrive
at perceived truth. In my conversa-
tions at the public library, I strive to
help people think through these pro-
cesses to reach a more nuanced un-
derstanding of truth.

For example, last month, I paid a
visit to the public library in Westmin-
ster, Maryland—part of the Carroll
County Libraries. This library has a
fabulous makerspace called the Ex-
ploration Commons in their cavern-
ous basement. When taking a tour of
the Exploration Commons, I learned
that it houses a commercial kitchen,
and you can take cooking classes
right there in the library.

I asked a library staffer, “Are the
cooking classes in this commercial
kitchen taught by volunteers or by
paid instructors?” [ was very happy to
hear the correct answer, “Both.”

If this library staffer had said any-
thing else, I would have winced. Hav-
ing all volunteer instructors or all paid
instructors is a bad idea. The most
benefit to the community happens
with both paid and volunteer cooking
class instructors. Some very highly
talented cooking teachers would not
teach in this gorgeous facility if they
were not paid. We also want to make
sure that previously marginalized
community members might earn part
of their livelihood teaching cooking
at this library. It's entirely possible
that one of the best cooking teachers
might be someone in re-entry.

On the flip side of the coin, some
passionate cooking teachers may not
want the responsibilities of a paid
teaching gig at the library. And the
library’s budget may not support
compensating every interested in-
structor. To maximize the communal
benefits from this facility, both paid
and volunteer instructors should be
welcomed.

Let me share a second example.
When the subject of our new library
comes up in conversation, I might
ask people, “Our new library is be-
ing built for $9 million. Is that a lot of
money or a little money?”

ing opinions. Libraries have this really
wonderful role in communities as being
places where you can find information
to support or refute almost any argu-
ment. We are, quite literally, a space
where many things can be true at once.
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Phil Shapiro—computer geek or phi-
losopher? Both and much more.

The typical first response is, “That’s
a lot of money.” I then say, “I agree,
it's a lot of money. But it’s also a little
amount of money. Would you like to
hear why?”

People are usually curious to hear
why. I then explain, “In Takoma Park,
you can buy a $2 million house that
is not a mansion. It’s just a regular
house. So, for the price of five houses,
we are building a new library. That
seems like a good deal to me. What
do you think?” This added perspec-
tive gives a different view of the cost
of building our new library.

Now, look around you at all the
questions that crop up in your life.
How many times is “both” the correct
answer? In this complex world we live
in, “both” might just be the better
answer. I would encourage everyone
to develop a fondness for embracing
ambiguity. Then, come and tell the
library staff what new insights and
wisdom you have arrived at. Your ca-
pacity for insight is equal to anyone
else’s capacity for insight.

And always look beyond the sur-
face. The computer geek who works at
the library—he’s also a philosopher.
What other new truths can you dis-
cover by looking deeper?

Socrates said, “Philosophy begins
in wonder.” Increase the quality and
quantity of wondering in your life
and watch what happens. And always
bounce your wonderings off others to
benefit from their own insights and
wisdom.

Maybe it’s time for another visit to
your local public library. This is Ta-
koma Park. Our library offers riches
you may not have encountered or
imagined.

Noticias sobre los servicios

en espaiol

por Veronica Rivera-Negron

iCanta Juego regreso en personal

Luego de tres afios en linea, el popular pro-
grama de juegos y canciones en espanol, Can-
ta Juego: Circle Time in Spanisfgreso en
persona a la biblioteca interina el 3 de agosto.

La seniora Geiza, patologa del habla y facil-
itadora del programa, lleva casi 15 afos pre-
sentandose en la biblioteca gracias al auspicio
de los Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland
Library.

Si bien el programa en linea permitio tener
continuidad y seguir en contacto con los ni-
nos a pesar de la cuarentena, la sefiora Geiza
asegura que prefiere el programa en persona.
Estando en el mismo espacio fisico, es posible
el contacto visual, lo que facilita que los nifios
y sus acompanantes puedan seguir los mov-
imientos de las canciones.

La patologa del habla, que cuenta con mas
de 35 anos de experiencia, explica la efectivi-
dad de un programa como Canta Juego: “Se
basa en un modelo de tiempo libre y juego
no directivo, donde el niflo puede expresarse
mejor y promover la libre interaccion con
otros ninos y adultos. El papel principal de
los padres y facilitadores es guiar e interac-
tuar con los nifios. Sin embargo, su papel no
es el de lideres”.

Canta Juego ocurre semanalmente los
jueves a las 10:30 AM.

Ultimas fechas de El Cuento en 2023

Luego de una pausa de verano, El Cuentp
nuestro Nuevo programa en espanol, regresa

el 16 de septiembre, a las 2:00 PM en la bib-
lioteca interina. Ven a disfrutar de un cuento
y canciones en espariol, asi como un juego de
Loterfa mexicana (jhabra premios!).

El programa se reunird por cuatro sabados
mas (16 y 30 de septiembre, 14 y 28 de octu-
bre) antes de pausar hasta el 2024.

:Sabias que este programa es facilitado por
voluntarios? Descubre mas en tinyurl.com/
ElCuentoTkPK

Nuevas listas de libros en espaiiol
recomendados

:Sabias que puedes acceder a listas de li-
bros en espanol recomendados a través de la
pagina web de la biblioteca?

Para hacerlo, sigue los siguientes pasos:

1. Accesa la pagina web de la biblioteca: ta-
komapark.info

2. Haz clicen la barra amarilla que lee “cata-
log”, que te llevara a nuestro calalogo en
linea takoma.bywatersolutions.com

3. En la parte superior izquierda, veras la
palabra “Lists”. Haz clic sobre esta y luego
haz clic en “Public lists” para acceder al
menu de listas.

4. Explora listas como: “Clasicos en espanol
(Adultos)” y “Libros con los que jugar!”
haciendo clic sobre el nombre.

5. En estas listas, puedes ver si el recurso en
cuestion esta disponible en ese momento
y hasta reservarlos.

:Qué otro tipo de lista de libros recomen-
dados te gustaria que publiquemos? jDéja-
nos saber!
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ACTIVITIES

Takoma Park Farmers Market

Every Sunday, 10 a.m.—2 p.m.
6931 Laurel Ave.

Come out every Sunday behind the shops
on Laurel Ave. for a mix of 25 vendors with
seasonal produce, pasture raised meat and
eggs, artisan cheese, grains, bread, baked
goods, and more. Find breakfast and lunch
at the market including empanadas, egg
sandwiches, burgers, pastries and more.

Historic Takoma Reading Room

Sundays (first and third)
7328 Carroll Ave.

Visitors will have access to reference
books on Takoma and Maryland history,
the collection of Takoma Voices and

City newsletters, historical journals, and
more. Historic Takoma is also hosting the
Maryland Reference Collection of the
Takoma Park Maryland Library during

the library’s renovation. Historic Takoma
volunteers will be available to answer
questions about the collections and
Historic Takoma. Reading Room hours will
be 1 -4 p.m. on the first and third Sundays
of each month. historictakoma.org

People’s Book Club

7014-A Westmoreland Ave.
First Fridays, 10— 11 a.m.

It's often hard to fit books into our

busy, distracted lives. Luckily, we're
experiencing a renaissance of the novella,
and many of the best ones can be read

in one sitting. This is a group for readers
who believe short books can still have a
big impact. Typically meets the first Friday
morning of each month.

Correspond with Incarcerated
Artists

The 1st and 3rd Monday of each month
from 6-8 p.m.
7112 Willow Ave, Takoma Park

Join The Justice Arts Coalition in gathering
bi-monthly to respond to recently received

art and mail from incarcerated artists in

JAC's network. All materials, directions for
the letters, and music will be provided. Pre-
registration encouraged. Reach out to ava@
thejusticeartscoalition.org with any questions.
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Festival season kicks off in Takoma Park, with the Takoma Park Folk Festival on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10, followed by the Takoma Park Street Festival on Sunday October 1. Then, there's the
Monster Bash for children on October 28. See details below. Pictured, Munit Mesfin and Locrea

return to the 2023 Takoma Park Folk Festival.

Crossroads Farmers Market

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.—2 p.m.,

through Nov. 22, 2023

Anne Street at University Boulevard East,
Takoma Park

Crossroads Farmers Market offers the
season’s freshest fruits and vegetables,
as well as free-range eggs, honey, locally
roasted coffee, healthy snacks, and fresh-
cut flowers, all from no more than 50 miles
away. The market is cultivating a more
inclusive local food system in the Takoma/
Langley Crossroads. All federal nutrition
benefits (SNAP, WIC, Senior/WIC FMNP)
are accepted and matched dollar for dollar
with Crossroads’ Fresh Checks — this
season, up to $50 each week.

Family Outdoor Movie Night

Saturday, Sept. 9, 7:30 p.m.
Ed Wilhelm Field

Pack your blanket and some snacks, it's
time for another outdoor movie night. It
starts at dusk on Ed Wilhelm Field (behind
Piney Branch Elementary School). Bring
your lawn chair or blanket and enjoy a

movie under the stars with your family! The
movie will be a family friendly “G” or “PG”"
rated hit. Due to limited parking, walking to
the eventis encouraged.

Takoma Park Folk Festival

Sunday, Sept. 10
Takoma Park Middle School and
Lee Jordan Field

The 2023 Takoma Park Folk Festival (TPFF)
is presenting an in-person festival with
multiple music stages and craft vendors in
September 2023. New ideas and planning
volunteers are needed NOW to continue
this great festival in the early fall. Bring
your spirit and energy to TPFF to help make
this your festival! For more information
about volunteering or about the festival,
contact info@tpff.org.

Dance Exchange’s 2023-24
Dance On Organizing with Artists
for Change Cohort

Application deadline Friday, Sept. 15

Dance Exchange is accepting applications
for its 9-month creative aging workforce

development program for artists—the
2023-24 Dance On OAC Cohort. Six artists
from Takoma Park and beyond will be

paid $1,000 to build their skills and career
for working with older adults. The Cohort
program provides opportunities to train,
build relationships with leaders in the field,
and teach with and get feedback from
Dance Exchange artists and Cohort peers.
Apply at www.danceexchange.org/dance-
on-oac-cohort.

Annual Play Day

Saturday, September 23, 10 a.m.—2 p.m.
Takoma Park Middle School,
7611 Piney Branch Road

It's time for you to let your hair down, put
on your comfy shoes, and get ready to
play! Let's Play America and the Takoma
Park Recreation Department have teamed
up to present this event. Rain or Shine. This
event will have tons of fun activities for the
entire family to enjoy. To see a full listing

of activities and performances, visit www.
letsplayamerica.org. The event is free and
open to all ages. See you there.

Takoma Park Street Festival

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
0ld Takoma on Carroll Ave.

The Takoma Park Street Festival returns
for its 42nd year of music, vendors, food
and fun. Festival goers will enjoy the

day exploring over 150 vendors booths,
live music from 18 local bands, food
trucks and more. Takoma's unique shops,
restaurants and cafes are all open and
welcoming visitors. More information at
mainstreettakoma.org.

Monster Bash

Saturday, October 28, 1 -6 p.m.
Takoma Park Middle School
7611 Piney Branch Road

The Takoma Park Recreation Department
staff is holding a Halloween party designed
for the entire family. Monster Bash 2023
will kick off at 1 p.m. with games, fun
activities, and the annual costume contest
followed by the costume parade, and
ending with the costume award ceremony
and celebration. More information at
takomaparkmd.gov

PUBLIC SPACE
M From page 1

Keep an eye out for an awareness-raising yard
sign campaign in public spaces around the
City. There will also be a series of blog posts
released by the City that explore more sum-

CR ZONES
M From page 6

e Commercial Residential (CR), with
a maximum height of 120" and an
FAR of 1.25. (This is the site of the
former Washington Adventist Hos-

View the plan here: bit.ly/publicspaceman-
agementplan.

How do we prioritize our limited finan-
cial and staffing resources? Where are there
policy gaps that leave uncertainty? Where
is there overlap or redundancy that creates
inefficiency? How do we make sure that our
public spaces center the City’s goals of racial
equity and environmental sustainability?
How can we improve the use of data in our
decision-making?

This plan was crafted with input from
hundreds of community members, and we
are excited to share it with you. The draft
plan proposes 37 recommendations to im-
prove the way that the City manages its pub-
lic spaces. It also offers an evaluation tool to
help City staff, City Council members, and
the public apply a standardized set of criteria
to new projects.

Over the next couple months, City staff
invite the public to take a close look at the
Public Space Management Plan. The full draft
plan is posted to the City’s project web page.

marized details about the project.

How to Get Involved

Share your thoughts on which recommen-

dations to prioritize in one of the following
ways:

Complete this five-question survey:
bit.ly/publicspacemanagementplan.

Send comments or questions to Alex
Freedman, city planner: alexanderf@tako-
maparkmd.gov.

Send comments or questions to your City
Council member.

Give public comment at the City Council
meetings.

You are also invited to join a hands-on

exploration session for the project evalua-
tion scorecard to see how the new tool works
using sample scenarios. The session will be
held on Wednesday, September 28, 6-7:30
p.m., at the Takoma Park Community Cen-
ter, 7500 Maple Ave. Additional dates may be
scheduled.

a family of mixed-use zones that al-

low a range of densities and heights.

These zones are designed to encour-

age a mix of commercial and residen-

tial uses, create interactive streets,
provide meaningful public spaces
and foster jobs and services where
people can live, work, shop and play
within a given neighborhood.

This plan includes three commer-
cial/residential zone classifications:

* CR Neighborhood (CRN), with
a maximum height of 50’ and an
FAR of 1, within the plan. (This is
the area at the corner of Erie and
Flower Aves.)

e CR Town (CRT), with maximum
heights varying between 55 and
150" and FARs ranging from .75
to 2.5, depending upon location.
(This is the zone along Maple Av-
enue, including around the Mu-
nicipal building.)

pital)

These zones offer ways to soften the
transition between mixed-use and
residential areas. They address con-
cerns about the proximity of some
uses to single-family residential prop-
erties. And they create rules for park-
ing and drive-through design. When
any of these zones abut a lower-scale
residential neighborhood, a site plan
is required. This triggers a version
of the development review process
that requires action by the Planning
Board, and City Council can weigh in
on the project. There are also added
requirements for building design to
set back higher floors to the visual
impact on neighboring homes. Addi-
tionally, the draft Plan proposes that
the Washington Hospital and Adven-
tist properties require a sketch plan,
which also creates requirements for
public hearings.
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